
Loyalty Oath 
In Maryland 

BALTIMORE, Sept. 10 (AP) 
A special panel of Federal 
judges ruled that Maryland’s 
loyalty oath is valid and dis- 
missed a challenge filed 
against it by a Quaker teacher 
Friday. 

The 1949 Ober Law requires 
State employes to swear under 
penalties of perjury that they ' 
are not engaged in any at- ' 
tempt to overthrow the Gov- ; 
ernment by force or violence. 

The Quaker, Howard J. 
Whitehill Jr. of Cambridge, 
Md., refused to sign the oath 
this year when he accepted a 
part-time teaching position at 
the University of Maryland. 

Whitehill has not been 
hired, pending outcome of the 
U.S. District Court challenge. 

AVhitehill contended that the 
oath denied him due process 
of law and religious freedom. 

A member of the Society of 
Friends, he is now on the 
Johns Hopkins University fac- 
ulty and teaches creative writ- 
ing. 

In upholding the University! 
of Maryland’s right to admin-! 
ister the oath, Judge Harrison! 

L. Winter said existing laws' 
allow such oaths. 

Winter pointed out that the !i 
U.S. Supreme Court has ruled! 
a person may be required to|i 
swear he is not engaged “in 1 1 
one way or another” in an at- j € 
tempt to overthrow the gov ! 
ernment. 1 



